ECIStel’n January 2026

Green Link 2 Project update

Substation cabling works begin

The Eastern Green Link 2 team will begin the first stage of works to prepare for the
eventual connection of the new Peterhead converter station to the existing 400kV
substation nearby.

We are undertaking horizontal directional drilling (HDD) works to prepare for two new high
voltage cable circuits that will connect the Eastern Green Link 2 converter station to the
existing Peterhead 400kV substation nearby, and thereby to the transmission network.

About the works

The upcoming works include horizontal directional drilling and associated civils works
required for the 400kV underground cable connection. Both cable corridors will contain
three cables (six cables in total), with each route approximately 600 metres in length
between the converter station and the Peterhead 400kV substation.

Due to the need to cross beneath the U66 road and other utilities infrastructure, a section
of the cable route will be installed using HDD technology to avoid disruption to road users
and ensure safe installation.
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Site establishment and construction

Two hard-standing platforms have been created to the south of the U66 road for the
drilling rig and the siting of temporary site compounds for the drilling teams. Temporary
tracks have also been created to enable access to these two hard standings.

A drill rig will be used to undertake
the HDD drilling underneath the UG6.
The rig will drill from the hard
standing under the road

in a northerly direction, emerging
inside the EGL2 converter station
site. This will be completed on both
circuits.

Following the completion of the
drilling works, ducting will be
installed in the sections either side of
the U66 using open trench construction. The trenches will then be backfllled

A short section of open trench will be required in the unnamed road to the west of the
400KV substation.

Working hours

Our typical working hours are Monday to Friday, 7am to 7pm, and 7am to 1pm on
Saturday. We will carry out the majority of the HDD works on weekdays; however, some
weekend working is possible. While drilling activity will not occur continuously throughout
the entire four-month period, there may be times when it is necessary to extend works to
the weekend in order to safely complete specific phases once they begin.

Work will begin w.c. Monday 19 January 2026, for approximately 4 months.

Managing local impacts

Pedestrian access along adjacent footpaths and the U66 road will be maintained at all
times. Public safety will be ensured through the use of barricades and fencing to separate
pedestrians from construction zones, as well as clear traffic and pedestrian signage.

Traffic access will be maintained throughout the four months, except for a short closure
lasting approx. 10 days during early February of the unnamed road to the west of the
Peterhead 400kV substation. We are not planning any closures to the U66. The road
closure will be clearly signposted, and we request that residents follow the diversion in
place

As this activity does not generate excessive noise, we don’t anticipate local impacts.

However, we will require the sites to be illuminated during works to ensure safe working
conditions for our construction team.

2 Eastern Green Link 2 | Project update | January 2026



Eastern,
Green Link 2

Thank you

We will continue to carry out the work with least disruption possible. We apologise for any
inconvenience we may cause, and we thank you for your patience as we build this
nationally significant energy infrastructure project.

About Eastern Green Link 2

We are constructing a new high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station near
Boddam in Peterhead as part of the Eastern Green Link 2 project. The joint venture project
between SSEN Transmission and National Grid Electricity Transmission will see around
500km of subsea high voltage direct current (HVDC) cable connecting the Peterhead
converter station to another one in Yorkshire.

More information about Eastern Green Link 2 can be found on the project website at
www.easterngreenlink2.co.uk

Keep in touch

SSEN Transmission has a number of projects in this area. To sign up for email updates
about EGL2 and other projects in the Peterhead area, please contact the Community
Liaison Manager, Gillian Doig, at gillian.doig@sse.com or on 07879 288666
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