
Welcome to the fourth  
EGL2 project newsletter
EGL2 is a 505km electricity superhighway which will enable 
the transfer of power from Scotland to England (and vice 
versa) via a subsea cable. This two-gigawatt high voltage 
direct current (HVDC) cable will connect Peterhead in 
Aberdeenshire and Drax in North Yorkshire. Once operational, 
it will carry enough electricity to power two million homes.

Since our last update, the project continues to move forward with 
construction activity underway at both ends of the link, enabling 
works being undertaken across the onshore cable route, and 
marine surveys gathering essential data. Our teams are working 
hard to ensure that EGL2 is delivered on time, safely, and with 
lasting benefits for local communities. EGL2 is being delivered 
as a joint venture between SSEN Transmission and National Grid 
Electricity Transmission.

Previous versions of this newsletter can be found online.

Fionan Doonan, Project Director for EGL2:
“2025 has been a landmark year for EGL2 as our construction activities continue 
to progress on track in England and Scotland. With our local contracts supporting 
jobs and businesses, marine surveys gathering vital data, and construction on 
our converter stations in full swing, the project is firmly in delivery mode. We’re 
proud to be strengthening our presence in both Aberdeenshire and Yorkshire 
and look forward to opening visitor hubs at our two converter station sites.” Fionán Doonan & Neil Lyons,  

Project Directors, EGL2

Peterhead

Drax



Marine cable route
Marine surveys have progressed steadily through 
the summer and into the autumn with specialist 
vessels conducting seabed analysis through 
geophysical and geotechnical surveys. Potential 
unexploded ordnance target investigations have 
also taken place in the southern, shallow area of 
the cable route and are now progressing in the 
north part of the cable route. This data will all feed 
in to finalise the cable route and landfall designs.
These surveys, which are being carried out with 
minimal impact to beach users and the marine 
environment, are a critical step before wider 
offshore construction begins. The results will 
inform detailed planning and ensure that cable 
route preparation, scheduled for 2027, and cable 
installation, scheduled for the following year, can 
be delivered safely, efficiently, and with care for 
the environment.

Additionally, Horizontal Direction Drilling (HDD) 
operations are due to commence in the Peterhead 
area in October 2025 at landfall. Initially, civil works will 
be undertaken to construct the drilling platform and 
to improve access to the site from the A90. Drilling 
operations are then expected to begin in early 2026 
once the site and access has been constructed.

Project news
Simultaneous beach cleans at 
Fraisthorpe and Sandford Bay
More than 50 volunteers from SSEN 
Transmission, National Grid, and our 
contract partners for the EGL2 project 
rolled up their sleeves in August to take 
part in a hugely successful simultaneous 
beach clean at either end of the project.
Across the two locations, we collected 
more than five tonnes of rubbish from 
the coastline. Initiatives like this are 
part of EGL2’s wider commitment to 
environmental and community initiatives.
The day was made possible thanks to 
strong collaboration across the EGL2 
Joint Venture team and our supply chain 
partners BAM, David Smith Contractors, 
Prysmian and Balfour Beatty.
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EGL2 joins the fun at Peterhead’s Picnic in the Park
On a sunny day in July, we joined Peterhead 
families at the popular Picnic in the Park, part of the 
town’s Scottish Week celebrations. It was great to 
meet residents, answer their questions and share 
information on how this critical project will support 
the UK’s energy transition.
We welcomed visitors of all ages to our stand, from 
those curious about how EGL2 is being built, to 
young people eager to explore careers in the energy 
sector. Our STEM circuit activities were a big hit, 
and some lucky residents won tickets to Aberdeen 
Science Centre in our colouring competition. We 
were delighted to support this community event.

Revitalising Carlton Primary School’s  
peace garden
Across two days in September, volunteers from 
the EGL2 project and its contractors. BAM, Balfour 
Beatty, Cidon and Prysmian, helped restore 
Carlton Primary School’s peace garden.
The 24-strong team cleared overgrown areas, 
installed new benches and raised beds, 
laid gravel paths and replaced fencing. The 
garden has been transformed into a safe and 
welcoming space for pupils to learn, relax and 
enjoy the outdoors.

Supporting a celebration of seafood at Peterhead SeaFest
Community spirit was on display at SeaFest in September, with 
thousands gathering to celebrate Peterhead’s fishing heritage and 
sample the region’s seafood. 
We were proud to support the day, joining event sponsors SSEN 
Transmission to share information about EGL2’s marine cable works 
alongside other transmission projects in the area. 
Our team enjoyed speaking about local career opportunities in the 
energy industry and sharing information about our local community 
benefit fund, which has already begun to make a positive impact  
in the area.

Onshore cable construction enabling works begin in Yorkshire
August marked a major milestone for EGL2, with 
construction enabling works now underway 
along the 68km onshore cable route between 
Fraisthorpe and Drax, following a period of  
survey works.
Since the start of 2025, significant progress 
has been made along the English cable route. 
Trial holes and vegetation clearance are now 
largely complete, giving our teams a clear 
understanding of ground conditions and  
existing utilities across the route. 

Over the summer, construction work began 
to establish the haul road with the installation 
bellmouths, which will provide essential access for the 
safe delivery of materials and equipment during the 
cable installation phase.
In the months ahead, construction of the haul road 
will continue, with further enabling works preparing the 
route for the arrival of cable ducts in 2026. Our main 
cable installation is scheduled to follow in 2027.
As with all of our temporary works, the land will be 
carefully reinstated once construction is complete.

Wren Hall Converter Station
At our Wren Hall Converter Station site, near Drax in North 
Yorkshire, significant progress has been made on the 
platform, with placement of fill materials and primary 
stabilisation works now complete.
The site has also been pioneering low-carbon 
construction methods, with material handling trucks 
running on Hydrogenated Vegetable Oil (HVO) fuel and 
a solar generator in place to reduce reliance on diesel. 
These measures are already cutting carbon emissions 
on site while enabling us to maintain momentum on 
construction.
Over the coming months, outstanding utility connections 
will be finalised, and further piling works will take place, 
which we expect to continue into the New Year.

Peterhead Converter Station
At our Peterhead Converter Station site, the platform is 
now well established, with drainage works and ground 
engineering completed earlier in the summer. Working 
with local suppliers has been a key part of our success 
as a project, supporting jobs in the area and helping 
deliver more than £9 million in local contracts across 
accommodation, catering, plant hire, and materials.
We are now preparing for the next phase of construction 
on site, which will see major building works and electrical 
infrastructure delivered from 2026 onwards.
Local firm David Smith Contractors Ltd completed 
the platform for the HVDC converter station creating 
jobs, supporting the regional supply chain with over £9 
million in contracts, and securing further work into 2026.

From mid July 2025, the 
EGL2 project’s converter 
station near Peterhead 
shifted to a seven-day 
working week. This is to 
allow for extended hours 
on Saturdays (7 am–5 
pm) and Sundays (8 
am–5 pm) to support 
time-critical construction 
tasks such as continuous 
concrete pours, piling, 
and horizontal directional 
drilling, a schedule 
expected to continue 
through to March 2026.



EGL2 general enquiries
EGL2 Community Relations Team
Email: contact@easterngreenlink2.co.uk
Freephone: 0808 196 8407 
Post: Freepost EASTERN GREEN LINK 2  
(no further address details or stamp required)

Keep in touch
If you have any questions about the Eastern Green Link 2 project, please get in touch using the contact details below:

EGL2 enquiries in Scotland
Gillian Doig | Community Liaison Manager
Email: gillian.doig@sse.com
Telephone: 07879 288666
Address: SSEN Transmission, Grampian House, 200 
Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3GH

Minimising disruption
Due to the nature of these works, some disruption to local communities is unavoidable. However, we will do 
everything possible to minimise the impact of our construction works.
We will be getting in touch with impacted communities again closer to when work is happening in local areas.

Project timeline
Scottish  
onshore works

English  
onshore works

Marine works

July 2024 
Planning permission received 
from Aberdeenshire Council 
for the Peterhead Converter 
Station

August 2024 
Planning permission received 
from North Yorkshire Council 
for Wren Hall Converter Station

2024 
Offshore marine  
surveys commence

September 2024 
Start of construction and 
completion of 132kV enabling 
works at Peterhead Converter 
Station site

September 2024 
Start of construction of Wren 
Hall Converter Station 

2027
Subsea cable route 
preparation begins

2025 – 2026  
Surveys and design works 
for horizontal directional 
drilling at Sandford Bay 

October 2024 – 2025  
Intrusive surveys to 
take place across the 
underground cable route

2028  
436km of subsea  
cable is installed

2027   
Underground cable 
enabling works between 
Peterhead Converter Station 
and Sandford Bay

2025 - 2026  
Site works for the installation 
of underground cable begin 
alongside survey and design 
works for horizontal directional 
drilling at Fraisthorpe Sands

2029   
EGL2 is energised

2028   
Installation of underground 
cable and completion of 
construction at Peterhead 
Converter Station 

2027   
Installation of 68km of 
underground cable begins 
between Wren Hall Converter 
Station and Fraisthorpe Sands

2029   
EGL2 is energised

2029   
Wren Hall Converter Station 
main construction works 
completed 

2029   
EGL2 is energised

For further information on the EGL2 project, please visit our website:
www.easterngreenlink2.co.uk


